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                                                                                                                          by Lynell Russell 

     Who doesn’t love hearing a story from our grandparents about the good ol’ days? Sometimes I imagine myself in simpler times and 

wonder how they got through it. Now I work for a company 100 years old and wonder how they survived obstacles like the Great 

Depression, ever-changing industry standards, setting islands on fire, etc.  

     In case you didn’t know, our President Ben Johnston is a big history buff. He loves reading stories from the past and especially enjoys 

books and articles related to our industry. As our 100th year approached, Ben decided we needed to research and document the history of 

Pittsburg Tank & Tower Group. I started digging and uncovered a few interesting gems, but 100 years is a long time and it would take 

considerable time to do it justice. What we really needed was a gumshoe detective and a great storyteller.  If only we knew someone with 

the time and talent to pay due homage to our history!  

     Enter Chuck Stinnett.  To our surprise, Chuck was interested in the project. He’s an award-winning journalist with over 30 years of 

experience.  He’s a member of the Kentucky Journalism Hall of Fame and covered stories about 

Pittsburg when he worked for The Gleaner. Chuck is quite the historian and was already familiar 

with our company, so he was the obvious choice. We are truly honored to have Chuck write our 

story. 

     Over the past several months Chuck has 

interviewed many of our past and present 

employees about the inner workings of our 

company. There are some great stories waiting to be 

printed. He also reached out to members of the 

McClelland and Johnston families which both have 

colorful characters. He’s done an impressive job and 

we can’t wait for the book to be printed.  The book 

is titled  “Men of Steel” and every chapter paints a picture of the life and times of Pittsburg 

Tank & Tower Group.  There are guns, picket lines, kidnappings, mishaps and also great 

successes.  We didn't get to where we are today without making some mistakes along the 

way. 

     Chuck takes us back to 1919 in the beginning and walks through our entire history.  I can 

tell you I laughed out loud reading some of the chapters he sent. It’s in the process of going 

to press within the next month or so and PTTG employees will all receive a copy as part of 

our 100-year celebration.  

     I know I’m looking forward to owning a copy of the book and I hope you are too! 
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      From the President’s Pen             

Allstate Tower Stry…     
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     Handrail Truss Catwalk Revised Design 

   By Ray Fulkerson 

                                                           WE MADE IT 

Another winter has completed its passage. Onward we are toward spring, summer and fall of 2019.  While the winter has 
passed us by, the memories will remain.  The end of January brought the worst polar vortex the United States has endured in decades.  
Temperatures were recorded in many states below zero and unprecedented wind chill temperatures. Grand Forks, ND –61° F, Cedar Rap-
ids, IA –55°  F, St. Cloud, MN—58° F, Indianapolis, IN—38° F, Chicago, Il—52°  F and Pittsburg, PA—25° F.  Water lines froze, fuel lines 
gelled, and engines refused to start.  Amongst all the challenges, our dedicated employees braved the brutal conditions to keep work 
schedules moving forward and customers happy.  Red noses, cold feet and hands, hazardous road conditions are just a few of the memo-
ries that we will carry with us.  Our field employees are champions and have weathered the storm. A warm heartfelt thanks goes out to all 
of them for their courageous work this winter.  

Here’s a story from our book Men of Steel:   

      “We started up at midnight,” he said. “It was December, and it was below zero when we left the ground. When we got to the very top, 
the antenna (on top of the tower) was 30 inches in diameter. It has pegs like a ship’s mast (to climb). The beacons are at the very top. My 
fingers were frozen. It truly, truly is dangerous because you can’t feel your feet and you’re brain-dead, you’re so cold.” 

     As he was unfastening bulb covers and screwing in new light bulbs, “You’re really, really careful because you don’t want to drop those 
bulbs and have to climb all the way down to retrieve more, he said.” 

     As he descended that 1,000 feet, his hands were so numb that he didn’t trust them to grip the ladder; instead, he wrapped his forearms 
around the back of the ladder as he eased his way down. To this day, it’s the coldest he has ever been. The job took 3½ hours, and he con-
sidered it a success, because he was paid $100 for his efforts.  

     Allstate Tower has been designing and manufacturing 
various types of catwalks for the material handling indus-
try since 2009.  The handrail truss (HRT) catwalk has been 
one of the more popular types for the past several 
years.  In 2015, Allstate developed standard HRT catwalk 

models to improve the efficiency of the bid and manufacturing processes.  A load chart was 
developed to quickly identify what model to use based on the capacity needed, the catwalk 
width, and the maximum span. Last year, Allstate made some improvements to the HRT cat-
walk standard models to offer our customers a more competitive product.  With certain ob-

jectives in mind, numerous variations of the HRT catwalk 
design were considered.  Finally, a consensus was reached, 
and the improvements were made to the previous HRT catwalk design. 
 
     Allstate’s drafting department were provided details of the proposed revisions. A full set of fabrication draw-
ings were produced for 80’ of the new HRT catwalk in four 20’ sections.  The sections were fabricated and as-
sembled on Feb. 11, 2019. A load test was performed in the Allstate shop.  With the loading in place for the 
various load tests, measurements were taken of the deflection at 
the mid-span of the catwalk. In addition, strings were used to ob-
serve and measure any displacements of the top chords, both verti-
cal and horizontal. The measured deflections were then compared 
to the theoretical deflections obtained from the structural analysis 
software  that was used to design and analyze the catwalks. The 
measured deflection values were extremely close to the theoretical 
values from our structural analysis program, and much less than the 
AISC recommended deflection values. With 26,400 lbs applied to a 
70’ span, the catwalk experienced 1.44” of deflection at mid-span. 

 
     The load tests performed at Allstate on Feb. 11, 2019 confirmed the accuracy of the design meth-
od and computer analysis results for the new HRT catwalk. The testing also confirmed the integrity of the proposed connection details.  Allstate 
intends to implement these changes to the other HRT catwalk models and proceed with the development of revised load charts for all mod-
els.  This should allow Allstate the ability to offer a more competitive HRT catwalk to our customers.  
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 Everyone knows we build water 
tanks, but we do so much more. In 2008, 
the Ground Division built its first ever cry-
ogenic storage tank.  We’ve continued to 
build tanks that store a diverse array of 
products. 

     The Ground Division erects an average 
of 75 tanks a year.  Though we don’t keep 
an exact tally on how many are built for 
water storage versus other storage types, 
we estimate that the former accounts for 
roughly 90 percent of the tanks we erect. 
The Ground Division recently completed a 
pair of projects that fall outside the water 
storage tank category.   

     PTT erected a tank in south Alabama 
earlier this year that stores organic molas-
ses.  Specifically, it is an API 650-style, 34’ 
D X 32’ H tank.  It is built to contain 
217,000 gallons, or 1,000 metric tons, of 
product.   

     The owner specified that the tank’s interior and the tank itself have a self-supported 
dome roof.  The tank was erected by Gabe Vercher and crew and was painted by Terry Sandoval and crew.  Dillon Herdegen managed 
the project.   

     PTT also recently completed a 32’ D x 40’ H carbon steel tank project in Northwestern Ohio.  The 200,000-gallon industrial base veg-
etable oil tank is equipped with 1-1/2” aluminum-jacketed insulation.    

     The tank has a unique feature – a 
sloped bottom.  The sloped bottom 
accommodates the sump on the low 
side, diverts the fluid to the sump, 
thus allowing almost 100 percent 
drainage of the product. The tank was 
also equipped with a system of stain-
less steel steam coils that keep the 
product at a viscous level that allows 
for ease of handling and moving.  

     Northwest Ohio winters are gener-
ally chilly, and this year was no excep-
tion.  The crew had to contend with 
snow, rain, cold and wind – not the 
most favorable weather for coating 
and insulating a vegetable oil 
tank.  Jacob Wesley and crew field 
erected the tank while Mitch Burch 
and crew painted and insulated 
it.  Dillon Herdegen managed the pro-
ject.  

     We commend everyone who worked on these projects for a job well done. 

Pittsburg Tank & Tower Ground Division 

 By Jess Elger 

Tanks: More than H20 

Molasses tank Molasses tank 

Vegetable oil tank in Northwestern Ohio 
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          In January we announced the addition of  Liquid Engineering Corporation in Billings, Montana 
to the Pittsburg Tank & Tower Group.  We thought it fitting to introduce some of the key personnel 
in this issue.   

      Fred Muller has been with Liquid Engineering for 23 years.  He started as a diver, was brought in 
to run operations and now is president of the company.  Fred has a degree from Montana State 
University – Billings.  Fred served in the U.S. Air Force where he worked on ejection systems on the 
F-111 Aardvark aircraft.  After the Air Force, he went to electronics school and eventually to com-
mercial dive school in Seattle.  He started his diving career diving in the Gulf of Mexico oil fields and 
then moved to Billings to start with LEC.  Fred has been married to his wife Patsy for 32 years.  They 

enjoy traveling when they can.  In college, he took a ceramics class and now he 
has a home studio where he works with porcelain and stoneware clay.  

       Misti Moody is the sales manager at Liquid Engineering.  She started as a 
project manager in 1999 and has been in her current role since 2012.   Misti has 
always been in sales and peddled everything from apparel to estate jewelry before joining the LEC team.  
     Misti was born in Oklahoma but moved to Montana at an early age.  She is an avid sports fan, and enjoys running, 

camping and hanging out with her dog Seamus.  

    Krystal Chouinard is the controller at Liquid Engineering where she manages 
the finance, administrative, human resource and regulatory aspects of the com-
pany.  Krystal is a CPA with a Master’s Degree in Accounting from Montana State 
University.  Krystal has always had a love for numbers and puzzles which lead 
her on an early path to a career in accounting.   

     After graduating from Montana State, Krystal spent some time in Oregon and Colorado working 
in public accounting and in the financial reporting department at a large mining company.  Because 
of her love of the mountains and all things “Montana,” she returned to her home state.  She has 
been with Liquid Engineering since 2012.  In her spare time, Krystal enjoys hiking, four-wheeling, 

fishing and spending time with her two kids, Collin and Callie, and 
husband Brian. 

     Chad Campbell currently holds the position of Liquid Engineering Corporation’s Director of Operations 
and Safety.  He is a Board Certified Safety Professional (CSP) with a degree from Columbia Southern Uni-
versity. He’s also an American Red Cross CPR/First-Aid Instructor. He carries a class A CDL and has also 
held Water Operator/Distribution certifications for the state of Colorado, as well as an Association of 
Diving Contractor Air Diving Supervisor Certification. His current NACE Certification is CIP Level 2.  

     Earlier in his life he served in the U.S. Navy as a machinist mate and maintenance/inspection diver 
aboard the fast attack submarine USS Aspro SSN-648. All his children are now grown and out of the 
house so most of his “away from work” life revolves around trying to keep his wife smiling, arguing with 

his cat about the current political climate, watching old sci fi movies, frequent trips to McDonald’s to satisfy his fast food addiction, and 
crying in the shower.    

     We are happy to welcome them as the newest members of the PTTG family. Even the shower crier. You are amongst friends, Chad!   

Welcome to the Family, Liquid Engineering Corporation 

     The ground division sales team held their annual meeting last 
month. The team is made up of  

Rick Dizinno executive vice president,  
Mike Robitzsch regional sales/export 
manager, Dennis Davis regional sales 
manager, and Greg Garber director of 
national accounts. Between the four of 
them, they’ve invested 115 years selling 
tanks.  Not only have they collectively 
sold tanks for over 115 years, they’ve also 
spent all of those years at Pittsburg.   
     They had a record-breaking year in 

2018 and it’s no surprise considering how much they know about 
tanks.  We are grateful they chose to invest their careers with us.   

“I want to personally congratulate all those who have quit using 
nicotine/ESDs or have made strides towards quitting. As a re-
minder, our commit-
ment to the health of 
the PTTG family will 
extend next year 
through the Nicotine-
Free premium discount. 
As of 1/1/2020, our spouses and dependents over the age of 18 
who are on the insurance plan will be included in that discount 
criteria. So, please encourage your loved ones to quit with you so 
we can all improve our health together.” 
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                   Pittsburg Maintenance Division  

                                                                       By Hugh Haire 

 

     How do you take down an old water tower that’s situated near several houses?  
Very carefully. 

     Demolishing a water tower in an open field – that’s relatively easy.  One of the 
quickest methods is to take out the riser, cut the post heads and then drop the 
tank inside the legs.  But taking down a tower that’s near several buildings, well, 
that’s a little more challenging. 

     A four-man Pittsburg Tank & Tower Group Maintenance Division crew, led by 
veteran foreman Posey McCormick recently took down a 150,000-gallon water 
tower in Linton, Indiana.  This was the maintenance department’s first demolition 
in a while, according to Project Manager Clay Bolin. He said that Allstate Tower had 

completed demolitions for 
PTTG in recent years.  

     Before the tower was brought down, crew members precut the seams to make 
it easier to remove with the crane.  
Once they were ready, they hooked up 
the piece they wanted to remove and 
used a crane to lower it slowly to the 
ground.   

     A polar vortex, strong winds and 
lots of rain contributed to delays on 
the demolition project, but the steel 
tower was carefully brought down 
piece by piece in early February.  The 
steel was later hauled off for scrap. 

All in all, it was a job well done. Good work, everyone.  

 

     In 2018 we began the process of 

designing a new press in an effort to 

become more efficient in the shop. Our 

old friend, the bump machine, had 

served us well but was overdue for re-

tirement.  The bump machine was con-

sidered state-of-the-art equipment in 

1900.  

     Everything was accomplished with 

our own employees to make this hap-

pen.  The engineering department did 

the design, our drafting department 

drew blueprints, and our shop guys 

actually assembled, welded and painted 

the press.  

       The new press will increase the 

quality of our forming and allow press-

ing of much larger sections, thus reduc-

ing the welding also. 

      

      BYE-BYE BUMP MACHINE 

The last piece of steel processed on the bump machine 
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Employee Spotlight 

 

Please submit any employee accomplishments, promotions, anniversaries, community involvement articles, etc.to     

Lynell Russell, lrussell@pttg.com to be considered for the quarterly company newsletter.   

    We would like to welcome the newest members of the PTTG 
family: Jeremy Bailey, Joseph Biggs, Benji Black, Matthew Caine, 
Sydney Carter, Clayton Cox, Garry Dickey, Jason Floyd, Jared 
Frans, Austin Fulkerson, Randal Gaines, Angela Garrett, Jerome 
Green, James Haley, Ricky Hardy, Cody Harmon, Kurt Hawes, Seth Koehler, Timothy Lanham, Bryant Lowe, Matthew Martin, Chenault McGahee, 
Robert Pierce, Brandon Robichaux, Kyle Sisson, D’Aquino Small, Anthony Swann, Tyler Tanner, Seth Tucker, Michael Varble, Jeffrey Webber, 
Derek Hardison, Eddie Todd, Christian Flint, Crystal Edmonds and Michael Glassco. We’re glad you’re here! 

Lynn Julian        Pittsburg Tank & Tower Maintenance     11 years 
Kevin Roth        Allstate Tower                24 years 
Terry Sandoval        Pittsburg Tank & Tower              16 years 
David Gibson        Pittsburg Tank & Tower               16 years 
Aron Hudson        Pittsburg Tank & Tower               24 years 
Kevin Rickard        Pittsburg Tank & Tower   13 years 
Gigi Bryant        Pittsburg Tank & Tower    22 years 
Mike Haire        Pittsburg Tank & Tower   28 years 
Shannon Gager        Allstate Tower    18 years 
Jimmy White, Sr.        Pittsburg Tank & Tower   12 years 
Jimmy White, Jr.        Pittsburg Tank & Tower   12 years 
Bill Head         Pittsburg Tank & Tower   24 years 
Mike Robitzsch        Pittsburg Tank & Tower   15 years 
Anthony Woodard        Pittsburg Tank & Tower   12 years 
Greg Garber        Pittsburg Tank & Tower   32 years 
Bill Cotty , Jr.        Pittsburg Tank & Tower   19 years 
Jimmy Smith        Pittsburg Tank & Tower   19 years 
Bill Cotty, Sr.        Pittsburg Tank & Tower   10 years 
Chris Jones        Liquid Engineering Corporation  12 years 

     The employees listed celebrated their work anniversaries in 
the first quarter of 2019. Thanks for investing your time and 
talent with PTTG.  It’s your hard work that’s kept our company 
going strong for 100 years! 

     Angela Garrett, financial analyst, is the newest member of the Pittsburg ac-

counting department as of Feb. 18. She previously worked with Western State 

Hospital in Hopkinsville, where she served as fiscal manager for the state facility 

for eight years. Angela is not new to the tank industry, she worked for Pittsburg 

Elevated and Phoenix Fabricators from 2004 to 2009. She has her Bachelor’s De-

gree in Accounting from Murray State University. Angela has been married to the love of her life, Jason, 

for 21 years. She and Jason live in Madisonville with their furbaby Clay, a seven-month-old Red Heeler. 

In her spare time, she enjoys working with the children of her church, drawing, painting, and sewing. 

Angela is happy to be back amongst the Pittsburg family and looks forward to many, many years of ser-

vice! 

    Bryant Lowe began with PTTG in February in the IT department. He has three years of IT consulting experi-
ence. Bryant attended Ivy Tech Community College for Database Management Systems. He is married with one 
daughter and a puppy. During his free time, Bryant enjoys cooking, going to the farmers market, researching a 
variety of topics and playing pranks on his family. Bryant’s favorite superhero is Spider-Man. He likes to root for 
the Saints during football season (because his wife said so). Bryant is excited to 
be a part of the PTTG family. 

     James Haley is the new administrative assistant for the project managers of 
PTTM. James is a native of Todd County, Kentucky.  He moved in 2001 to Hen-
derson, where he met his wife of 15 years, Brandy (Thurby) Haley. They re-
cently added a fur baby, Emerson Blue, to their family. He is a family man and 
enjoys going back home every chance he gets to visit his brothers, nieces, and 

nephews.  He also enjoys playing volleyball and exercising.  James is excited about joining the Pitts-
burgh team and is looking forward to starting his new career here!!! 

 
Happy Anniversary to members of the 10+ years club!  



7 Optimal Living Through Health Ownership 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We’re Gearing Up for the 2019 Tri-Fest 5K!  

Ambrose Floyd works in the shop at Allstate Tower. He has been on an amazing wellness journey and has some great goals. Ambrose’s 

journey started last year when he participated in the Tri-Fest 5K with PTTG. He walked it in just under an hour and that was an amazing 

accomplishment for his first 5K ever! Since the Tri-Fest, he has had some other health goals that he has been able to achieve. Ambrose 

started working with Rebekah one-on-one with nutrition counseling back in October. His goal was to fit into clothes at Walmart by his 

birthday in March. He hadn’t been able to fit into clothes at any store except Big and Tall or other specialty stores since he was in middle 

school. Ambrose exceeded his goal and was able to fit into Walmart clothes in February and had lost 60 lbs. by March!                                                           

Ambrose has made changes to his diet, including cutting down on soda consumption, eating more vegetables, and eating less processed 

snacks. He has also incorporated more physical activity by including walking into his daily tasks. Just by doing those simple things he has 

been able to accomplish his goals.  

His next big goal is to run the 5K and finish in 45 minutes! He has been training for this by walking every day after work, and has recently 

started running to help prepare his body for the big day. He is using the training regimen provided by PTTG and each week he is building 

more endurance. He is excited to complete the race and to achieve this goal!  

Ambrose explains, “I wanted to try the 5K last year just to see if I could 

do it. I really surprised myself. I walked a lot more than I ran in the 5K 

but this year is going to be different. I’m going to walk a block, and run 

a block until I finish. As you know, I’ve lost a lot of weight and com-

pleting this year’s 5K faster than last year is my goal. I know I can do it 

and I have the support I need. I owe it to my kids to try and get healthy 

for them. It’s a big deal for me. I’m tired of being the big guy. I want to 

be the big healthy guy.”  

So many of you have stories like Ambrose. It’s all about setting your 

mind to something and taking the small steps to reach that goal. Any of 

you can achieve goals like Ambrose. If you have thought that you could 

never do a 5K, think again! You just have to set your mind to it, participate in the training, and show up on race day!  

Ambrose is determined to finish the race. He drew the picture above representing finishing the race. He has amazing artistic talent! 

We’re excited to see everyone out there on April 27 representing PTTG and celebrating our 100th Anniversary!  


